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BOOK EEVIEWS 

The History of the Negro Church. By Carter G. "Woodson, Ph.D. 

The Associated Publishers, Inc., "Washington, D. C. 1921. Pp. 

330. 

With due regard for the modern scientific methods of historiog- 
raphy, the author of this book has traced the rise and spread of 
institutionalized Christianity among American Negroes. He dis- 
cusses such salient points as the early efforts of white mission- 
aries to evangelize the heathen bondmen, the difficulties which 
beset their labors, the respective contributions of the white de- 
nominations, showing the Baptists in the lead, followed closely 
by the Methodists, with the Presbyterians, Catholics and Congre- 
gationalists in the rear. There are set forth the psychological, 
geographical and other reasons why the Negro was attracted more 
readily to the Baptist and Methodist denominations, the causes 
for the reactions of slave holders for and against the evangeliza- 
tion of the slaves, the rise of Negro preachers of merit in the 
Baptist and Methodist denominations during the eighteenth 
century, and the founding of the first churches by Negroes of 
these sects. Among these he mentions the first African Baptist 
Church by Andrew Bryan in 1788, the first African Methodist 
Episcopal Church by Richard Allen in 1794, and the first Afri- 
can Presbyterian Church by John Gloucester in 1807. 

The factors which caused the cleavage of the white denomina- 
tions into North and South, the causes of the separation of the 
Negro communicants from the whites and the threefold cleavage 
of the Negro Methodists are adequately discussed. Attention is 
given also to the increase in the number of churches and the 
State and national centralization of the churches within the re- 
spective denominations. The ante-bellum beginnings of the only 
Negro education which aimed to develop Negro preachers through 
instructors of both races, the importance of Negro churches in de- 
veloping race leaders, educators, and statesmen who figured in 
the economic, social and political life of the Negro after the war, 
are ably treated. The book gives an account of the rise of the 
conservative and progressive elements within the church and 
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closes with a chapter on the present-day Negro church statistics 
which indicate the enormous spread of Christianity through the 
ascendancy of the Methodists and Baptists. 

One can hardly appreciate the sympathetic and scholarly char- 
acter of this work from the bald outline given above. Just therein 
may it be characterized as a pioneer work, a genuine contribution. 
In a larger sense it is more than the history of the Negro church ; 
it is the very life history of the Negro race in America, so inti- 
mately have the spiritual strivings of the Negro been bound up 
with his sentiments and interests, his habits and endeavors, his 
situation and circumstances, his monuments and edifices, his poetry 
and song. 

F. C. Sumner 

"Unsung Heroes. By Mrs. Elizabeth Ross Hatnes. N. Y. Du- 

Bois & Dill. 1921. 279 pp. Illustrated. 

One of the gravest problems now facing the Negroes in 
the United States, and a problem none the less grave because un- 
recognized by the unthinking majority, is that of reading for 
their children. Can anything be more dangerous than the con- 
tinual subjection of our children to the influence of books, maga- 
zines, and newspapers in which their race is being held up con- 
stantly to pity or contempt? The use of opprobrious and insult- 
ing epithets with reference to the Negro is so common in Eng- 
lish and American publications as to need no more than a mere 
reference here, and this practice is to be noted even in authors who 
are conscious of no active race hostility. If the psychological influ- 
ence of such endlessly reiterated and therefore inescapable slurs is 
bad for adults, how much worse must it be for children. In The 
Brownies' Booh, published by DuBois and Dill, a most praiseworthy 
attempt has been made to meet this need in the form of a children's 
magazine free from all objectionable matter, and it is nothing 
short of a national calamity that this periodical has been forced 
to suspend publication because of a lack of sufficient patronage. 
It is fitting, then, that the same publishers should issue the book 
now under our hand, a fine specimen of the printer's art in paper, 
presswork, binding, and illustrations. 

In it the author, the wife of Dr. George E. Haynes, the well- 
known sociologist, has set forth in a language and style suited to 
young readers the lives of seventeen of the most celebrated men 



